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Backs Matter:  

Reformatting Postcards in CONTENTdm  



Today’s Presentation 

1. Postcards in Minnesota Reflections 

2. The problem  

3. A Solution  

4. How does the solution work?  

5. Single Replacement vs. Action Script  

6. Application Beyond Postcards  

7. Questions?   



Minnesota Reflections contains 3,216 postcards 

BUT  

users only see the fronts  

 

Postcards in Minnesota Reflections  









CONTENTdm’s Postcard Solution 



Postcard = Compound Object 



What’s Wrong with Compound Objects?  

 Slower to create (each compound object needs its 

own upload document)  

 Slower to upload  

 Clumsy for users – when the compound object 

structure doesn’t ADD to the user experience 

 CRUFT  

 

 



What’s on the Back of a Postcard?  

 Postage Stamps 

 Historical information   

 Handwritten messages 

that tell stories about 

people’s lives and 

experiences 

 



Scanned Fronts and Backs… 



The MetaGreta Solution 



My Eureka Moment… 

Fred Stier Meat Market, Belle Plaine, Minnesota 
Scott County Historical Society  



One Scanner – Multiple Scans 



Step by Step Instructions:   

1. Manually one at a time 

2. Running a script to do a batch 

How does it work?   



Open Front and Back of Postcard  



Determine Horizontal vs. Vertical 



Image - Canvas Size 







Copy and Paste the Back  



Crop Image as Needed  



Layer – Flatten Image  



Save As… 



Running an Action Script  



Using the Action Script Button  



Running a Script  



Final Steps  



Replace Thumbnails in CONTENTdm 



Re-upload, Approve and Index  



Ta Da!  



Other [FREE] Options:  

1. www.ImageMagik.org 

2. www.IrfanView.com 

3. www.GIMPshop.com 

 

What if I don’t have Adobe Photoshop?  



Before and After Gallery 



Main Street, Central Block, Sherburn, Minnesota 
Martin County Historical Society  

Before…  



After… 













Application Beyond Postcards   



Other Uses for this Technique 

• Stereographic Cards 

• Carte-de-visite photographs 

• Cabinet photographs  

• Trade Cards 

• Baseball cards 

• Advertising Cards 

• Greeting Cards  

• Letter and envelope 

• 2 page letter 

• ? 
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