
We did it our way: 
The L.E. Phillips Memorial 

Public Library digitization 

experience 



 
 

• Steps taken to begin the project  
• ResCarta what it is, how it works 
•    Deciding what to digitize – pre 1923 material, newspapers     
“Newspaper access” 
•     Looking at different vendors to host our digitized materials – 
Assistance from ResCarta about this. 
 •    Looking for a vendor to digitize materials or digitize them 
ourselves; pros and cons.   
•   The dreaded RFP What did we want them to do  
•   Putting information in a spreadsheet - creating metadata 
 

  

Information I will be sharing today 



  

 Being part of a grant within our consortium – The Kodak, 

early High School yearbooks 

 Working with “Newspaper Access to get our newspaper 

the” Leader Telegram” digitized 

 Collaborating with another agency – Chippewa Valley 

Museum  

 Recollection Wisconsin – formerly WHO 

 Copyright material – getting permission or not 

 Overview of our webpage with our digitized materials 

 The future 



 

Why: 

 

What: 

 

How: 

 

Where: 

 
 

 

Expectations 



Why? 
 

What is the purpose of digitization? 

 
What outcome do we want to see? 



What? 
 

What do we have that can be digitized? 

 
What has already been digitized? 



How? 
 

In house digitizing? 

 

Send out to vendor? 

 

Do both? 



Where? 
 

How do we get the digitized 

information to the public? 

 

Who will host? 

 

What platform will we use? 



On our own: 











RFP 
 

 

VENDOR:  TO RECEIVE CONSIDERATION,  FILL IN BLANKS BELOW 

Date of quotation:  Freight: Prepaid and included 

Date quote expires:  Title:  

Terms: n30 Name (Printed)  

Telephone No.:  Signature  

 

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library                                                                                                                                  

 
1. Definitions. "Supplies" means all property, including but not limited to goods, commodities, equipment, parts, materials, printing, 

and leases on real and personal property.  "City" means the City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, who is the buyer. 
 

2. Delivery and Acceptance. The City reserves the right to refuse any supplies and to cancel all or any part of the supplies not 
conforming to applicable specifications, drawings, samples or descriptions. Acceptance of any part of the order shall not bind the 
City to accept future shipments, nor deprive it of the right to return supplies already accepted. 

 
3. Risk of Loss. Delivery shall not be deemed to be complete until supplies have been actually received and accepted by City. 

 
4. Defects. By accepting this order Seller acknowledges that the supplies covered by this order are satisfactory for the purpose 

intended by the City, if disclosed, and that any defect in such supplies may occasion special damage to the City. 
 

5. Conforming Supplies. Acceptance of all or any of the supplies shall not be deemed to be a waiver of the City's right either to 
cancel or to return all or any portion of the supplies because of failure to conform to the specification or description or by reason of 
defects,  latent or patent, or other breach of warranty, or to make any claim for damages occasioned the City. Such rights shall be 
in addition to any other remedies provided by law. 

 
6. Patent Infringement. Seller agrees to indemnify and hold the City harmless from and against all liability, damage and expense, 

including reasonable counsel fees, resulting from any actual or claimed trademark, patent or copyright infringement, or any 
litigation based thereon, with respect to any part of the supplies covered by this order, and such obligation shall survive 
acceptance of the supplies and payment therefore by the City. 

 
7. Warranty. Seller expressly warrants that the supplies covered by this order are of merchantable quality and satisfactory and safe 

for consumer use. Acceptance of this order shall constitute an agreement by Seller to indemnify and hold the City harmless from 
liability, loss, damage and expense, including reasonable counsel fees, incurred or sustained by City by reason of the failure of 
the supplies to conform to such warranties.  Such indemnity shall be in addition to any other remedies provided by law and as to 
consequential damages shall be limited as provided in Section 2-715(2) of the Uniform Commercial Code. 

 
8. Labor Disputes. Whenever any actual or potential labor dispute delays or threatens to delay the timely performance of this 

order, Seller shall immediately give notice thereof to City. 
 

9. Entire Agreement. This contract contains the entire agreement of the parties. It may not be modified or terminated orally, and no 
claimed modification, termination or waiver shall be binding on the City unless in writing signed by a duly authorized 
representative of the City. No modification or waiver shall be deemed effected by Seller's acknowledgment or confirmation 
containing other or different terms. All titles to clauses contained in this order are for identification only and shall not be construed 
as being a substantive part of the agreement. 

 
10. Taxes. The City of Eau Claire is exempt from all Federal Excise Taxes. 

 
The supply or supplies described on this Purchase Order or on the attachments to it, are purchased from the named seller for 
the exclusive use of the City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

 
It is understood that the exemption from tax in the case of sales of supplies under this exemption certificate to the United States, 
etc., is limited to the sale of supplies purchased for their exclusive use, and it is agreed that if supplies purchased tax free under 
this exemption certificate are used otherwise or are sold to employees or others, such fact will be reported by me to the 
manufacturer of the supply or supplies covered by this certificate. It is also understood that the fraudulent use of this certificate to 
secure exemption will subject the undersigned and all guilty parties to a fine of not more than $10,000, or to imprisonment for not 
more than five years, or both, together with costs of prosecution. 

 
This P.O. serves as an exemption certificate for state sales tax purposes. 

 
11. Assignments. This contract shall not be assigned to another party without the express written consent of the City. 

 
12. Remedies. Any dispute arising in connection with this contract shall be settled in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 

2.92.195 of The Code of Ordinances of the City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
 



















Partners:  Chippewa Valley Museum 





Brookhaven Press – books on CD 







1857 to 1923 



  Jan Feb Mar April May Jun July 

2014 1543 1465 2236 1575 1949 2334             1684 
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What didn’t work 



IF YOU HAVE IT WE WANT 

IT! 
SCANNING DAY AT THE LIBRARY 

MAY 19TH 2012 

10:00 TO 3:00 

Eau Claire Room 

Do you have old pictures, letters, papers  etc. from family who lived and worked 

here in the Eau Claire area? 

Are you willing to share your materials? 

We will scan and add them to our online collection which is available 

To everyone. 

We will make you a disc of your scanned items for you to keep 

  







The Future  



Questions? 

 
Contact: 

Renee Ponzio, Reference Services Manager 

reneep@eauclaire.lib.wi.us 

715-839-1683 

L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library 

400 Eau Claire Street 

Eau Claire, WI 54701 

mailto:reneep@eauclaire.lib.wi.us

