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• About 

• NYPL Labs 

• Linked Jazz Project 

• Digital representation: visualizing discourse 

• The crowd and beyond

Today
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• 87 Branches. 

• 4 Research Centers. 

• Humanities and Social Sciences. 

• Science, Technology, and Business. 

• Schomburg Center for Research and Black 
Culture. 

• Library for the Performing Arts.

NYPL Overview



4

• The library’s experimental design and 
technology team. 

• Founded by Ben Vershbow, the group 
consists of a director, deputy director, project 
manager and 6 highly interdisciplinary 
developers. 

• Work with librarians and curators to create 
new tools, applications and experiences.

NYPL Labs
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-1967 Bulletin of the New York Public Library
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• Digital Library + Labs 

• Digital Imaging Unit 

• Permissions/Reproductions 

• Metadata Services 

• NYPL Labs

Digital Library + Labs
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• Research project by Cristina Pattuelli, 
Professor at Pratt Institute. 

• How to use the power of linked open data in a 
cultural heritage context. 

• Using oral history transcripts and the crowd to 
map the social networks of jazz musicians.

Linked Jazz
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Building Connections
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• The history of ideas. 

• Making hidden connections 
visible. 

• Linking ideas with 
statements.

Discourse



Discourse
The$document,$then,$is$no$longer$for$history$an$
inert$material$through$which$it$tries$to$recons6tute$
what$individuals$have$done$or$said,$the$events$of$
which$only$the$trace$remains;$history$is$now$trying$
to$define$within$the$documentary$materials$itself$
uni6es,$totali6es,$series,$rela6ons.$$
!

-Michel Foucault, Archaeology of Knowledge
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Archives Portal



The traditional model for presenting 
EAD-encoded finding aids

Diagrams by Trevor Thornton



archives.nypl.org

http://archives.nypl.org


[A video clip showing the system load a very large collection. 
See it live here: http://archives.nypl.org/mss/2233#detailed]

http://archives.nypl.org/mss/2233#detailed%5D


archives.nypl.org

http://archives.nypl.org
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• Represent the digital in context with the non-
digital. 

• Build and display relationships across all 
collections. 

• Facilitates new forms of discovery at the 
collection and inter-collection level.

Atomic Level Archival 
Data



Contextualizing The 
Digital

• Varying levels of digitization: 

• Collection 

• Box 

• Folder 

• Item 

19
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[A Video showing digitized and non-digitized listings: http://
archives.nypl.org/mss/2993#detailed]

http://archives.nypl.org/mss/2993#detailed
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Conveying Archives
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Conveying Archives



[A Video showing the archive as network feature]



[A Video showing the terms explorer, see it at: http://
archives.nypl.org/terms]

http://archives.nypl.org/terms%5D
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Linked Jazz

Eddie Locke Oral History from Hamilton 
College
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[A Video showing the linked jazz network: http://linkedjazz.org/
network]

http://linkedjazz.org/network
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Co-citation Metadata

Lincoln,(Abraham,(//(1809/1865.(
Poli8cal(leadership(//(United(States(//(History.(
Genius(//(Case(studies.(
United(States(//(History(//(Civil(War,(1861/1865.(
Lincoln,(Abraham,(//(1809/1865(//(Friends(and(associates.(
Presidents(//(United(States(//(Biography.(
United(States(//(Poli8cs(and(government(//(1861/1865.(

Lincoln,(Abraham,(//(1809/1865.(
Poli8cal(leadership(//(United(States(//(History.(
Genius(//(Case(studies.(
United(States(//(History(//(Civil(War,(1861/1865.(
Lincoln,(Abraham,(//(1809/1865(//(Friends(and(associates.(
Presidents(//(United(States(//(Biography.(
United(States(//(Poli8cs(and(government(//(1861/1865.(
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Co-citation Catalog
Each%subject%heading%is%a%node,%size%indicates%number%of%occurrences.%

Subject%heading%must%be%used%in%at%least%two%resources.%

When%two%subjects%occur%in%the%same%resource%a%edge%is%created%
between%them.%More%co<occurrences%creates%a%closer%connec=on%
between%them.%



[A Video showing the catalog network building, view it here: 
http://vimeo.com/91428315 ]

http://vimeo.com/91428315




http://bit.ly/nyplnetwork

http://bit.ly/nyplnetwork


- John Cage. Diary: How To Improve 
The World (You Will Only Make 

Matters Worse)



Transcription Crowdsourcing
What’s on the Menu? Ensemble

http://ensemble.nypl.org/http://menus.nypl.org/



Oral History Annotation

http://oralhistory.nypl.org/

http://oralhistory.nypl.org/


Geospatial Crowdsourcing

http://maps.nypl.org/

NYPL Map Warper Building Inspector

http://buildinginspector.nypl.org/



Relationship Classifying 
Linked Jazz 52nd Street

http://linkedjazz.org/52ndStreet/

http://linkedjazz.org/52ndStreet/


Expert Sourcing

BeBop Box (purposed)



Expert Sourcing

BeBop Box (purposed)



Staff Collaboration



Staff Collaboration



Staff Collaboration
• Enrich existing records. 

• Build connections. 

• Collaboratively remediate. 

• Ecco! Demo



Staff Collaboration

bit.ly/eccodemo



Thanks!
• matthewmiller@nypl.org 

• @thisismmiller 

• http://labs.nypl.org 

• http://linkedjazz.org 

• https://github.com/thisismattmiller

Check List designed by Garrett Knoll, Network designed by Jessica Coccimiglio, Plumber designed by 
Dan Hetteix, Link designed by Martin Chapman Fromm, Atom designed by Eric Bird, from the 

thenounproject.com

mailto:matthewmiller@nypl.org
http://labs.nypl.org
http://linkedjazz.org
https://github.com/thisismattmiller

