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Thursday August 18 1910 
I went down home at 9.12. The Elder Daughters had their meeting there. About 
30 were present A splendid time. I came home at 4.30. We went to 
Chautauqua in the evening. L B Wickersham lectured. Mrs Pickett spoke and the 
[illegible] sisters sang. We did not get home till eleven oclock.

- Iowa Byington Reed

http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu/transcribe/scripto/transcribe/158/12403



DIY HISTORY

• Make historic 

documents more 

accessible

• Enhance catalog 
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collections

• Preserve stories



Over 20,000 diary entries 

from one woman…









“I went down home at 9:12. The Elder Daughters had their meeting there. About 
30 were present A splendid time.”



“In August, the ladies accepted almost unanimously an invitation to the 
Le Grand Byington home “looking down on the river below” from under 
its stately trees. This old home is famed for its hospitality, and Mrs. 
Byington, assisted by her two daughters, Mrs. Iowa Reed and Mrs. Hattie 
Whetstone, made all feel welcome and the day long one to be 
remembered.”

- Iowa Alumnus



Le Grand Byington



“I came home at 4.30. We went to Chautauqua in the evening.”









“ L B Wickersham lectured.”



L.B. Wickersham







“Mrs Pickett spoke”



LaSalle Corbett Pickett



George E. Pickett



LaSalle Pickett



Confederate Reunion, 

1907



“the [illegible] sisters sang”



“the [illegible] sisters sang”

http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu/transcribe/scripto/transcribe/158/12403



“the Trier sisters sang”

http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu/transcribe/scripto/transcribe/158/12403



Trier Sisters





Yvette Guilbert



Germaine Malleby



Keys of Heaven



Ralph Bingham



“It rained so hard that it spoiled Chautauqua today.”





“It blew down the tent in the afternoon.”



University of Iowa Department of Rhetoric

University of Iowa Libraries

http://ideal.uiowa.edu/

http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu

http://ideal.uiowa.edu/
http://diyhistory.lib.uiowa.edu/


Archives Alive!

Transcribe a letter in DIY History

Write an 800-word blog post

Record a 1:30 to 3-minute screencast 

Write a follow up blog post

http://ideal.uiowa.edu/files/ideal.uiowa.edu/files/AA%20assignment.pdf

http://ideal.uiowa.edu/files/ideal.uiowa.edu/files/AA assignment.pdf


Evelyn Birkby



DIY History transcription platform
https://github.com/ui-libraries/DIYHistory-transcribe

Track completion status of pages (i.e., ‘Not Started’, ‘Needs Review’, ‘Completed’)

Track completion progress of documents based on page statuses.

Sort documents by most completed, floating least completed to the top.

Initialize document page text entry box with pre-existing text, if available

On every page action, automatically import transcriptions from MediaWiki as file 

metadata.



DIY History transcription platform

Newberry Library

Wellesley College

Carnamah Historical Society and Museum

Byrne-Moore family documents

More being developed



How to install DIY History

Omeka version 1.5

Omeka Dublin Core Extended plugin

ui-libraries/plugin-CsvImport a fork of Omeka’s CsvImport that allows bulk upload of item and 
file-level metadata
ui-libraries/plugin-Scripto a fork of CHNM’s Scripto tool for crowdsourced transcription of 
documents. Scripto requires a MediaWikiinstallation
Scribe, a custom Omeka theme designed for use with ui-libraries/plugin-Scripto

CONTENTdm migration scripts

install the ui-libraries/plugin-Scripto plugin and create a collection before installing the 

Scribe theme.
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http://omeka.org/codex/Version_History
http://omeka.org/add-ons/plugins/dublin-core-extended/
https://github.com/ui-libraries/plugin-CsvImport
https://github.com/ui-libraries/plugin-Scripto
http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/MediaWiki
https://github.com/ui-libraries/Scribe


github.com/mbutler

@CaptainWalton

matthew-butler@uiowa.edu

matthew-butler

Contact


